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It’s good to worship with you.  Here at 2nd Street we SEEK, LOVE, and SERVE the GOD OF COVENANT.  This is the God Who longs to be in relationship with you and me.  This is the God Who makes vows and promises to us that He will never leave us or forsake us, and that He will never turn His back on us.  And this, my friends, is the God you and I make promises and vows back to … that we will never leave or forsake Him, and that we will never turn our back on Him.  And out of this living, breathing relationship of vows, and promises, this GOD OF COVENANT makes the Gospel come alive in us and flow out of us in the day-to-day stuff of our lives.

This is the truth we looked into in last Sunday as we spent time with Jesus Christ on the cross.  And this is the truth we’ve come to celebrate this morning as we spend time with Jesus Christ in His grave, and then as He kicks death in the teeth and comes back to life and out of the grave on that first Easter morning.

Last Sunday, when we finished with MARK 15:39, Jesus Christ had died and was still hanging on the cross.  I know Easter isn’t until Sunday, 8 April this year, but this is where we’re at in our verse-by-verse study of MARK, and so this morning as we get to vv. 40-41 we come to Jesus’ grave and then to His empty tomb.  So let’s begin …

MARK 15:40-41 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

40 There were also some women looking on from a distance, among whom were Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James the Less and Joses, and Salome. 
41 When He was in Galilee, they used to follow Him and minister to Him; and there were many other women who came up with Him to Jerusalem.  [emphasis added]

I love these verses because of how they pull back the curtain of what’s been mainly hidden throughout much of the past three years of Jesus’ life and ministry, and how they allow us to finally see with clarity, now that Jesus’ life has come to an end, that Jesus’ most faithful disciples are His female followers:  Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, Salome and, many other, unnamed women.

By this time in the Jesus-story we’ve heard that all the disciples had forsaken Jesus and were nowhere to be found.  The last time we read about most of the disciples was the night when Jesus was arrested in The Garden of Gethsemane.  At the cross, we know that John, the youngest of the 11 disciples, was there with Jesus’ mother Mary … and that, in fact, Jesus entrusted Mary into John’s care.

But in vv. 41-42 we find that the other disciples weren’t anywhere to be found, at least not nearby the cross.  Luke’s Gospel agrees with Mark’s, when he tells us in LUKE 23:49 that Jesus’ acquaintances were seeing all things from a distance.  But again, notice that the disciples are staying at a distance.  Maybe they were afraid to be seen – or even fearful for their lives.  Or maybe they were embarrassed that the Rabbi they considered their Lord and Messiah, the Rabbi they’d given up everything to follow for three years was now just another executed criminal.

But the reason Mark mentions these female disciples here and now in the Jesus-story is because these female disciples about to become an integral part of the next few scenes.  These female disciples were openly at the crucifixion, and now they’ll unashamedly go to Jesus’ tomb to anoint His dead, broken body with spices and perfume, while the rest of the disciples are holed up in a house, afraid to death about what’s going to happen next.

Throughout the rest of this morning’s service I’m going to have four different 2nd Streeter’s share with you how the truth of this story of Jesus’ death, Jesus’ burial, and Jesus’ resurrection is making a difference in their lives.  AND THE FIRST PERSON TO SHARE WITH US IS ALLAN LOBATO …

	ILLUSTRATION … ALLAN LOBATO

Thanks Allan.  Okay, now back to  MARK 15:42-44 …

MARK 15:42-44 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

42 When evening had already come, because it was the preparation day, that is, the day before the Sabbath, 
43 Joseph of Arimathea came, a prominent member of the Council, who himself was waiting for the kingdom of God; and he gathered up courage and went in before Pilate, and asked for the body of Jesus. 
44 Pilate wondered if He was dead by this time, and summoning the centurion, he questioned him as to whether He was already dead. 

Typically, crucifixion was a long, agonizing death – and yet Jesus died in a matter of hours.  I think that His scourging was worse than most.  And with the penalty of the sins of the entire world weighing down on Him as He hung on the cross, it’s not surprising, that God in His mercy allowed Jesus to die more quickly than most on the cross.

As horrible as it would seem to you and me, the Romans often left the bodies of crucified criminals on their crosses to rot or be eaten by wild animals.  Yikes.  But remember that it was Passover in Jerusalem, and while the Jews wanted Jesus dead, they didn’t want any lingering reminder of what had happened, let alone that THEY HAD INSTIGATED THE WHOLE THING.  And since the Romans were known to grant the dead bodies of criminals to friends or relatives for proper burial, a named Joseph of Arimathea asked Pilate for Jesus’ body, even though it clearly exposed Him to the Romans and to his fellow Jewish leaders, as a Christ-follower.

You know, it’s funny HOW and WHEN you and I make the choice to stand up for Jesus and be known to others as one of His disciples.  It’s different for everyone.  Some people go public with their faith right after coming into relationship with Jesus Christ … others wait for a little while … and still others wait for a long while.  Joseph of Arimathea was a prominent member of the Sanhedrin Counsel, but apparently he remained silent when the Sanhedrin was questioning and sentencing Jesus earlier in MARK 15.  But while he’d held back then, now he isn’t ashamed to let people know that he’s a follower of Jesus Christ.
 
We don’t know much more about Joseph of Arimathea than what we learn in these few verses – but we do know that he loved and served Jesus in a way that perhaps no one else in the city of Jerusalem could have on that day.  Now maybe there were other followers of Christ WHO COULD HAVE provided Jesus with a tomb – but the point is that Joseph was the one who stepped up to the plate and PROVIDED ONE.  Which brings me to this morning’s FIRST FAITH LESSON …

FAITH LESSON 1
 
God has entrusted you and me with things He wants us to put back into His hands by serving Him with our gifts, our talents, and our resources.  How’s this exchange process going in your life?   

Maybe God is asking you to serve Him in our community here in Newberg (or wherever you live), or in our church here at 2nd Street, or somewhere out in the world.  But here’s the question:  HOW IS GOD ASKING YOU TO SERVE HIM AND USE THE GIFTS, THE TALENTS AND THE RESOURCES HE’S ENTRUSTED YOU WITH?  To answer this important question, begin by asking doing what Joseph of Arimathea did … gather up courage and go ask God what He wants you to do … with the full confidence that whatever God tells you to do, YOU’RE WILLING TO DO AND WILL DO WITH YOUR WHOLE HEART, AND WITH GREAT JOY!

Caleb and Shannon Wheelock are 2nd Streeters who moved to South Africa last month for a couple of years to study and serve God.  You can read updates from Caleb and Shannan on FACEBOOK.

Just this past Friday I received an email from Caleb telling me about a church called LIVING HOPE (www.livinghope.co.za), that he and Shannan have started attending and how much they’ve connected with the volunteer coordinator at LIVING HOPE, a man named Tim Hoffman, who’s originally from Pennsylvania.  Caleb told me that he and Shannon had really connected with the MISSION of LIVING HOPE and because Caleb wants to begin serving and volunteering at LIVING HOPE, he asked me to write pastor Tim to tell them that they’d been part of 2nd Street.  How cool is that?

Here’s a guy in his early thirties who a few years ago hadn’t set foot in a church, but then he met Jesus here at 2nd Street and began learning, along with Shannan, about what it really means to know God and love God and serve God – and so when they went to South Africa they looked for a church, and not just a church that looked like what they wanted, and not just a church that would meet their needs, but they looked for a church that had a MISSION they resonated with!  That’s awesome!  Caleb and Shannan get it – they’re disciples of Jesus Christ who understand what’s important, what lasts, and what makes a difference in the world!

MARK 15:45-47 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

45 And ascertaining this from the centurion, he [Pilate] granted the body [of Jesus Christ] to Joseph.
46 Joseph bought a linen cloth, took Him down, wrapped Him in the linen cloth and laid Him in a tomb, which had been hewn out in the rock; and he rolled a stone against the entrance of the tomb. 
47 Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of Joses were looking on to see where He was laid. [emphasis added]

This centurion was most likely the one who had proclaimed Jesus as the Son of God in v. 39.  Sabbath was about to begin, so Joseph of Arimathea was unable to prepare Jesus’ body for burial in the usual Jewish manner … so he and his friends hurriedly did what they could do, and placed Jesus’ body to rest in Joseph’s tomb.
 
Tombs like this always stayed in a family – and were only used by family – so imagine the kinship Joseph of Arimathea must have felt to Jesus, to give Him his tomb.  Joseph understood that Jesus had given up everything for him, and died so that he could come into a real relationship with God … and so Joseph willingly, and with great joy, gave up something that was precious to him … his tomb.  But as it turned out, Jesus would only need it for a few days.

Now another 2nd Streeter is going to share with you how the truth of this story of Jesus’ death, Jesus’ burial, and Jesus’ resurrection is making a difference in her life.  AND THE NEXT PERSON TO SHARE WITH US IS ELIZABETH BERG …

	ILLUSTRATION … ELIZABETH BERG

Thanks Elizabeth.  Friends, have you ever wondered who all these different Mary’s in The New Testament were?  Mary was a popular name in 1st-Century Palestine, so in a quick side-light, let me tell you a little bit about who these different Mary’s were …
  
· Mary of Nazareth, the mother of Jesus (LUKE 1:26–2:52).
· Mary of Bethany, the sister of Martha and Lazarus (LUKE 10:38–42; JOHN 11). This is the Mary who anointed Jesus with perfume before His death (JOHN 12:3).
· Mary of Magdala, was a financial supporter of Jesus (LUKE 8:2–3).  The Lord cast seven demons out of her, and she was an eyewitness of Jesus’ crucifixion and resurrection (MARK 15:40; 16:9).

Pope Gregory the Great’s sermon on 14 September 591 was the first place it was suggested that Mary Magdalene was a prostitute.  But there is no Scripture evidence, or even 1st-Century historical evidence to support this.  Author Dan Brown told us in his book The DaVinci Code that Mary Magdalene was married to Jesus and they had a son.  But nothing in Early Church writings, or in Scripture supports this.

· Mary the mother of James and Joses was present at Jesus’ crucifixion and was probably the same woman described as “the other” Mary  in MATTHEW 27:61; 28:1 and as “Mary the wife of Clopas” in JOHN 19:25.
· Mary the mother of Mark, was a relative of Barnabas (ACTS 12:12; COLOSSIANS 4:10).
· Mary of Rome, known simply as “a woman who worked hard for Paul and for his companions” (ROMANS 16:6).

The probable reason why so many Jewish women were named Mary was because it was the Greek form of the Hebrew name Miriam, which was the name of one of Israel’s most famous women.  Let me tell you a little bit about Miriam.

· Miriam was the sister of Moses (NUMBERS 26:59) and Aaron, and was one of Israel’s first prophets (EXODUS 15:20).
· Miriam, her brother Moses, and her brother Aaron were the leadership team God appointed to lead Israel out of slavery in Egypt and through the wilderness into the Promised Land.  We’ll begin studying the life story of this famous family when I start teaching through The Old Testament book of EXODUS in April.

In LUKE 8:1-3 we’re told that many of these female disciples of Jesus Christ used their own substance, or money, to serve Jesus Christ and to provide the supplies necessary for the needs of the other disciples.  These female disciples of Jesus Christ WERE THINKING AND LIVING MISSIONALLY AND THEY WERE THE FIRST WOMEN’S MISSIONARY SOCIETY.  They were ON MISSION with their lives, and with what God had entrusted to them.  They’d turned over to God everything He’d entrusted to them because they knew that in the end, God is the owner and the giver of all, and that they were just channels through whom God could pour His gifts and His resources out into the world.

These female disciples … all the Mary’s, and many more unnamed women, had been transformed by their relationship with Jesus Christ and the bondage they’d known earlier in their lives was now gone, and they were free.  And in the actions of these women we see what God wants the heart of giving to be all about … as they freely gave back to Jesus Christ in gratitude for what He’d given to them and done for them.  Do you see it?

I’m grateful that 2nd Street is a church where women can serve God, and serve people inside and outside the church, and out in the world, with WHATEVER THEIR GIFTS AND THEIR CALLINGS MIGHT BE … and where women aren’t told that because they were born as women and not as men, that God will only ask them to do a limited number of things for Him, or in His name, or in His Body, or out in the world.  And this brings us to our SECOND FAITH LESSON this morning …


FAITH LESSON 2

The only thing that limits what God can do in us and through us as His followers, is the level of our obedience to follow God’s direction.  

Our RACE can’t limit us.  Our GENDER, can’t limit us.  Our STATUS or TITLE can’t limit us.  OBEDIENCE is what God wants and what we must give Him in order to live the lives God is calling us to as His followers.

MARK 16:1-2 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

1 When the Sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and Salome, bought spices, so that they might come and anoint Him. 
2 Very early on the first day of the week, they came to the tomb when the sun had risen.

Remember, Jesus had been wrapped in linen clothes and placed in Joseph of Arimathea’s tomb, but because of the impending Sabbath, and in fact, the most sacred Sabbath of the Jewish year, the Sabbath that celebrated Passover, Jesus’ body hadn’t yet been actually prepared for His final burial.  Passover celebrated the event, roughly 1,500 years before Jesus birth, in Jewish history, when God’s judgment “passed over” the Jewish homes in Egypt that had the blood of the sacrificed lamb over the doorposts.  The judgment they were spared by this blood was the death of their firstborn, and the very next day, God led the children of Israel out of Egyptian slavery, and into freedom.

It was God’s plan throughout all of history that on the eve of this annual Jewish remembrance and celebration of Passover that Jesus Christ would die on the cross, and that His spilled blood would make the way for God to pass over you and me … saving us from the judgment that our sin should have brought onto us.  By the death of Jesus Christ, God’s first-born, on the cross, the price to forgive our sin was paid in full, so that God could then lead us out of the slavery of sin, and into the new life He has for us.  This is God’s Gospel plan.

Sabbath lasts from sundown Friday to sundown Saturday, so the earliest Jesus’ disciples could go to the tomb and prepare His body for what they thought would be His permanent burial, was Sunday morning.  The spices the women brought to the tomb weren’t for anything like mummification … which was an Egyptian custom, not a Jewish one … they just brought the spices fight off the odors of decomposition.  Can you imagine how dark, desperate, and empty those hours must have been between when Jesus was nailed to the cross, and that Sunday morning?

But now Sabbath is over, it’s Sunday morning, and these precious, courageous, selfless, women have proved themselves to be the most devoted followers of Jesus Christ.  And as a gift for their devotion, God gave them the privilege of being the first ones to proclaim Jesus Christ’s victory over death to the world.

So again, what does the empty tomb of Jesus and His resurrection mean?  I’d like to invite another 2nd Streeter to share with you how the truth of this story of Jesus’ death, Jesus’ burial, and Jesus’ resurrection is making a difference in his life.  AND THE THIRD PERSON TO SHARE WITH US IS SCOTT WINTER …

	ILLUSTRATION … SCOTT WINTER

Thanks Scott.  

MARK 16:3-6 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

3 They were saying to one another, “Who will roll away the stone for us from the entrance of the tomb?” 
4 Looking up, they saw that the stone had been rolled away, although it was extremely large. 
5 Entering the tomb, they saw a young man sitting at the right, wearing a white robe; and they were amazed. 
6 And he said to them, “Do not be amazed; you are looking for Jesus the Nazarene, who has been crucified.  He has risen; He is not here; behold, here is the place where they laid Him. 

It’s clear from the question the women asked that they weren’t expecting to find an empty tomb.  And their question helps us know that the events they’d eventually tell others (and us) about, concerning Jesus’s resurrection weren’t just the product of wishful thinking … because they weren’t even expecting that it could happen.

MATTHEW 27:65-66 fills in some of the blanks here and tells us there was a guard watching over Jesus’ tomb … and this shows that the stone couldn’t have been rolled away by the women, or by the male disciples who showed up later – because even if they were brave enough, or buff enough, I don’t think they could have gotten past the armed Roman guards that Pilate had watching over Jesus’ tomb.

In Israel, it was common for graves to have a heavy, flat, round stone rolled down into a groove at the mouth of the tomb.  For a small grave, it would take up to twenty people to roll a stone down hill to cover the door of the tomb.  Then how did this stone, no doubt weighing hundreds of pounds, move away from in front of the tomb?  MATTHEW 28:2 tells us that there was an earthquake, and that an angel came down from heaven, rolled the stone away from the entrance of the tomb, and then sat on the stone.  I’ve always liked that last little bit of detail … that the angel sat on the stone after it was moved.  I sit down after I exercise too!

But gang, listen to me, the stone in front of Jesus’ tomb wasn’t rolled out of the way to let Jesus out.  The Apostle John tells us in JOHN 20:19 that in His resurrection body, Jesus could walk right through physical, material barriers.  The stone in front of Jesus’ tomb was rolled away so that other people could see into the empty tomb and be persuaded that Jesus Christ had indeed risen from the dead.  So the women who’d come to Jesus’ tomb, saw an angel – no doubt sitting on the same stone that they’d last seen firmly in place front of Jesus’ tomb.  And the angel, who was in human form, told them that Jesus had come back to life, and then he hosted an OPEN HOUSE in the tomb, showing them that Jesus Christ had indeed risen.

I love how the angel contrasts between what Jesus was and what He now IS.  Jesus WAS crucified, no doubt about it … He was dead.  But NOW, He’s risen … not just RESUSCITATED, but RESURRECTED.  In The Old Testament Elijah RESUSCITATED (FIRST KINGS 17:17-24) the son of a widow.  And in The New Testament Jesus RESUSCITATED Lazarus and Jairus’ daughter.

And here’s the difference between RESURRECTION and RESUSCITATION.  People who are RESUSCITATED, come back to life in the same body they had before they died.  But when someone is RESURRECTED, they come back to life in a new body suited for eternity.  Jesus Christ wasn’t the first person to be RESUSCITATED and brought back from the dead – but He was the first person to be RESURRECTED.  And eventually Jesus ascended into heaven and right now today, is reigning from there –RESURRECTED as fully man and fully God.
  
MARK 16:7 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

7 “But go, tell His disciples and Peter, ‘He is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see Him, just as He told you.’” 

The angel gave the women a message to deliver to the disciples – and I love how the angel framed his request, so that Peter would make sure he knew that even though he’d bailed on Jesus, and even though he’d denied Jesus, that Jesus still considered him one of His disciples.  LISTEN TO ME … ALL THE DISCIPLES, NOT JUST PETER, HAD FAILED JESUS.  But the invitations of Jesus Christ are always filled with grace.  

Jesus had every right to write the disciples off.  But with grace, and with forgiveness, and with a heart to walk with people through their failures to the other side, to places of wholeness and healing, Jesus didn’t give up on Peter, or on any of His other disciples – and He won’t give up on you, and He won’t give up on me!  Jesus told His disciples that soon He’d meet them up north, in Galilee, and in JOHN 21 we see that glorious meeting take place.  How awesome that day must have been!  And this brings us to our THIRD FAITH LESSON this morning …

FAITH LESSON 3

God isn’t finished with you or with me.

All too often we look at our own personality and expect God to think and act like we do.  WE let down by people.  WE’RE disappointed in people.  WE get ticked off at people.  WE’RE impatient with people.  WE have trouble being patient with people who do stupid things.  Can you relate?  But God isn’t like us.  GOD IS NEVER FINISHED WITH US.  We might try and shut God out, but God never closes the door on us, or gives up on us.  Praise God for this precious truth.



MARK 16:8 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

8 They went out and fled from the tomb, for trembling and astonish-ment had gripped them; and they said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid. 

The Greek word Mark uses here for astonishment is the word ekstasis, the word we get the English word ecstasy from … meaning that as these women disciples left Jesus’ tomb, they were filled with ecstasy, trembling, and holy fear.  And when we read that they said nothing to anyone, this doesn’t mean that they didn’t tell anyone about Jesus’ resurrection, because the next few verses and the other Gospel accounts make it clear that they did (MARK 16:11; LUKE 24:9).  I believe what Mark means here is that as the women left Jesus’ empty tomb, they didn’t talk among themselves about what they’d seen and heard … they didn’t try to figure it all out … they didn’t try to get their stories all lined up.  They simply went back to Jerusalem and told the disciples what the angel told them to say.

So that, my friends is the Easter story in February.  Blessed be the Word of the Lord.

As we wrap up, what does the empty tomb of Jesus and His resurrection mean?  I’d like to invite a fourth and final 2nd Streeter to share with you how the truth of this story of the death, and the burial, and the resurrection of Jesus Christ is making a difference in her life.  AND THE FOURTH PERSON TO SHARE WITH US IS HEIDI HOPKINS …

	ILLUSTRATION … HEIDI HOPKINS

Thanks Heidi.

NEXT SUNDAY GREGG LAMM WILL BE TEACHING AT THE NWYM MEN’S RETREAT AT TWIN ROCKS FRIENDS CAMP AND CONFERENCE CENTER IN ROCKAWAY BEACH, OREGON …

THE GEORGE FOX UNIVERSITY PLAYERS (A TRAVELING DRAMA MINISTRY) WILL BE MINISTERING IN BOTH SERVICES.  INVITE SOMEONE WHO ISN’T YET PART OF A CHURCH FAMILY TO JOIN YOU … AND COME PRAYING AND EXPECTING.

JOIN OTHER 2ND STREETERS AT THE CHURCH OFFICE ON THURSDAY MORNING AT 6:00 A.M. TO STUDY GOD’S WORD FROM THE ANNUAL BIBLE READING PLAN! 
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